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[bookmark: _GoBack]Mechanization: the Pellizzi award to the best research doctorates
With a smart infrared system to know in advance how many lemons or oranges there are on each tree and when they are ready to be harvested, Penn State University researcher Daeun Choi won the Pellizzi award. The award for research doctorates - assigned by the Club of Bologna, a non-profit association founded in 1989 on the initiative of Unacoma, which brings together the world's leading experts in the field of agricultural machinery - was presented at the end of the 28th members' meeting held within EIMA. The jury also awarded the researchers Marco Grella, from the University of Turin, Andrii Yatskul, from La Salle University (France), and Antonio Miranda, from the University of Cordoba. The respective projects concerned greater efficiency in energy consumption during planting, a machine able to dose pesticides with mobile dispensers, and another pesticide dosage system that relies on the detection and calculation in real time of the intensity and speed of the wind. 
"The four winners will participate, as guests of FederUnacoma, at our conferences for the next five years - said the president of the Club of Bologna Palo Balsari - and at the end their affiliation as standing members will be evaluated".  The objective of the Club of Bologna is to suggest to national governments the best strategies to be adopted to incentivize mechanization in the direction of sustainable agriculture, and its activities now include three new working groups which will develop specific programmes over the next three years. "We have a group dedicated to Africa, where agricultural mechanization is the basis of every possible economic and social development, another dedicated to ethics in the manufacturing and marketing of agricultural machinery, and a third that deals with dissemination, i.e. investment in training to enable growers to effectively use new technologies in agriculture".
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